
 

INFORMATION ON AUTO AND RESIDENTIAL 

BURGLARY PREVENTION 

An increase in residential and business burglaries Bellevue areas has police warning residents to be 

vigilant about security. 

Bellevue police are warning homeowners to be extra careful when locking up their house due to the 

unusual increase in robberies in the area of South of Bellevue including Somerset, and Newcastle. 

The Board of Directors would like to remind owners they have an active part to play in preventing 

these crimes. Get informed and get involved - be aware of factors that might make homes and vehicles 

more attractive to thieves and vandals. Let's work together for a safer community! If you see any 

suspicious activity, call 911! 

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY PREVENTION 

We wanted to offer some burglary prevention information in this notice. Crime prevention can only 
help if you layer these safety suggestions like an onion. The goal is to make it very uncomfortable and 
very inconvenient for them to target your home.  
 
Keep dowels placed flush in the track of all windows and sliding doors. If a burglar breaks the glass 
surrounding the latching mechanism, they won’t be able to simply slide open the window. Another 
good idea is to purchase a suspension rod for your sliding glass door, that will be immediately visible 
from the outside. Put burglars ‘on notice’ that you have taken steps to protect your home.  
 
 Lighting is the number one deterrent to crime. Notify Luiza as soon as your exterior lights from 
your front porch are not working. Sensor lights are recommended for your patio or balcony.  
 
If you have chairs, barbeques, trash cans, storage bins, etc., stored along the side of your home, 
move those to a less convenient location. Burglars like to utilize these to access higher level windows in 
isolated areas of a home.  
 
Check your door’s deadbolt and strikeplate. When you open your door and throw the bolt, does it 
retract when you hit the end of it with your hand? If it does, it’s installed improperly. Does your 
strikeplate have at least 3 inch wood screws? Shallow screws will possibly allow a burglar to pry the 
door away from the door frame, gaining access into your home.  
 

SOMERSET CREEK 



Alarms are one of the most effective burglary prevention tools you can have; whether it’s 
monitored or just an audible alarm system. It’s not common for a home that has an alarm system to be 
targeted for burglary. Burglars don’t want attention drawn to their location, and when there is an 
alarm blaring in their ears, they feel pressured and at risk.  
 

What To Do If It Happens To You 

Heavy-handed 911 calling is the order of the day. The Bellevue Police Department is a 911-call 
responsive department. This is how calls are dispatched to officers in our City. Do not wait to 
see a defined crime before you call 911. You are more likely to see something suspicious – and 
that is what you want to pay close attention to. If you’re observing something you feel an 
officer should check out, call 911!!!!  

 

AUTO THEFT SAFETY PREVENTION 

To help protect your vehicle, please review the following Auto Theft Safety Tips from the City of 

Bellevue, Law Enforcement and crime prevention:  

 Park inside your garage or in a well lit area when possible. Avoid leaving your car, truck, or 
motorcycle in unattended parking lots for long periods of time. 

 Lock the car and pocket the key whether you leave for a minute or park in your driveway for 
several hours. Make sure the windows are closed and the trunk is locked. This includes vehicles 
parked inside your garage; we frequently see reports where vehicles thought to be secured 
inside a garage are prowled.  

 Do not leave valuable items inside your car, even if they are out of sight!  
 Keep your keys in your pocket or purse, not in your desk drawer or locker. Never put an 

identification tag on your key ring. If your keys are lost or stolen, it could help a thief locate 
your car or burglarize your home. 

 Do not leave important identification papers in the glove compartment or console. 
 If you have to leave a key with a repair shop or a parking lot attendant, leave only the ignition 

key. It takes very little time to copy a key, and a key to your house, combined with your address 
information from the vehicle registration, can lead to residential burglaries. 

What To Do If It Happens To You 
 
If your car, truck, or bike is stolen or tampered with, report it to the local Police or Sheriff's 
Office immediately. Stolen vehicles are often used in other crimes. Quick action can not only 
help recover your vehicle, but may also prevent its use for illegal purposes.  
Contact the City of Bellevue at 425-577-5656. 
 


